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There is here almost continuous winter,— that is,
from september to june; and during that time no
one can venture out of doors with safety. Indeed,
of our party one has frost-bitten ears, another a
frozen nose; while one of my legs has become almost
stifft. The ground is for the most part marshy, and
there are but few trees; only bushes are to be seen,
as thorns and willows. But—what will surprise
you— partridges, as well as geese, are very abundant;
and Caribou, in particular, are found in great
numbers. The Caribou is, with the exception of the
horns, quite like the deer. The savage natives
gather no grain, but spend their whole time in hunt-
ing, which forms their sole support. They have no
villages, but roam about wherever better hunting
offers. In summer they come nearer the sea-coast,
while with the approach of winter they withdraw
into the interior. They are a lazy people, timid, of
no great intelligence, and given to vice. As for
their religion, it is like that of the rest of the
Canadians.

Next to these, toward lake Superior, are seven or
eight tribes, of whom the most courageous, numer-
ous, and intelligent are the Assinoboeli and Krig:®
They remain in their villages for three and four
months continuously, during which time they might
be taught the precepts of the christian religion. I
have felt that among them a beginning ought to be
made in sowing divine truth.

But I have been, as yet, able to spend very little
time in learning the language of the savages on this
coast, because I have had to devote my energies to
the French people. However, I have made lists of
many words; and I have translated into the native



